
KidLit TV Activity Guide: 
Ready Set Draw! Learn How to Draw a HORSE in a TUTU with Sophie Blackall  

Themes: children, animals  

Ready Set Draw! Learn How to Draw a HORSE in a TUTU with Sophie Blackall 
Activity Guide created by Bethany Edwards   

ELA Common Core Standards 

Knd 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.3  With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story. 

CC.1.3.K.J  Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading, and being read to, and responding to texts. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.5 Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. 

1st Grade 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1  Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.9  Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories.  

CSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.5 Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, 
and feelings. 

2nd Grade 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.6  With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish 
writing, including in collaboration with peers.  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.5 Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or 
recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 

3rd Grade  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.C Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their 
comments to the remarks of others. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.D Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 
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Read Aloud: 
IF I WAS A HORSE  Written and Illustrated by Sophie Blackall 

Watch video on KidLit TV:  
Ready Set Draw! Learn How to Draw a HORSE in a TUTU with Sophie Blackall 

INTERACTIVE ACTIVITIES:  
Prep materials for each student to draw along with the video: Whiteboard or white paper, colored pencils, drawing 
pencils, or white erase markers. Watch the video once through to see the example and then as you watch the video a 
second time, students will follow along and draw with the illustrator.  
Pause as needed for kids to see the drawing example.  
Bonus: As seen in the video, you can use 3D objects to make the tutu (ex. Cupcake liner, ribbon, etc.). 

Read Aloud Discussion (K-3rd) 
Ask students to make text to self connections:  
Who do the characters in IF I WAS A HORSE remind you of in your life?  
How are they similar? How are they different? 

Ask students to make text to text connections:  
Does IF I WAS A HORSE remind you of any other books?  
How is it similar? How is it different? 

Ask students to make text to world connections:  
What do the friends in IF I WAS A HORSE remind you of in the real world?  
What is similar? What is different? 

Compare/Contrast: Have partner conversations and then make an anchor chart to display.  
Choose your favorite animal and give them a hobby (ex. Dancing, swimming) 
 

Group Lesson Activity (K-3rd) Bronco Tag 
All but two players pair up and scatter around the playing field, at least 40 square. Each pair becomes a bronco, with 
one player in front (the head), and the second in the back (the tail) with arms around the partner's waist. The other 
two players become the runner and the chaser. The chaser gives the runner a head start and then pursues him or 
her. If a tag is made, the two exchange roles. At any time, the runner may join a bronco by clasping the waist of the 
bronco's tail. The tail thus becomes the new head, and the old head is displaced and becomes the new runner. 
Broncos may buck and dodge to prevent the runner from joining them, but they may not push a runner away. 
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Language Arts Activity: A Day in the Life of My Horse 
Materials needed: Students horse drawings, pencil, paper 
Activity: Each student will write a story (1-5 sentences) about a “day in the life” adventure their horse experiences. 
Model adventure after the book. 

BONUS: Share the student’s horse drawings and stories with KidLit TV in the video comments, or email them to 
pr@nymediworks.com. 

Self-Reflection 
Grades K/1 exit ticket:  
Ask students to circle. Draw one feeling to describe how they felt about the story IF I WAS A HORSE. 

Grades 2/3 Exit ticket (or use for differentiation):  
Write one sentence to describe how they felt about the story IF I WAS A HORSE.  
Next, share with a partner or whole class why they feel that way. 
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